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Teachers Futures Programme: Baseline study
Information sheet for teachers
Dear teacher
You have been invited to participate in a study which aims to better understand teaching and learning contexts for children in Sierra Leone. 
This programme (Teacher Future Programme) is led by the Commonwealth of Learning and aims to support teachers and school heads to improve the teaching and learning in classrooms through professional development.
Your school has been selected because it is a TFP school, and we want to understand the best way schools like yours can be supported by the Programme over the next two years. You have been invited to participate because we are particularly interested in the learning of children in the grade and subject that you teach.
Baseline study
The study will take place in October 2018. Data will be collected in all fourteen school involved in the Programme and an equal number of schools that are not (to enable comparison). As a teacher participant you will be invited to participate in the following activities:

1. An interview in which you, individually will be asked a few questions (10 minutes).
2. A teaching and learning observation of a lesson (approx. 45 minutes, i.e. the duration of the lesson).
Ten of the students in the observed class will be asked to complete a questionnaire on environmental issues. In addition, the school head will be interviewed. You do not need to be present for these additional activities.
Why should I participate?
The opinions of school heads, teachers and students are considered very valuable for this study. Participating will give you the opportunity to share your views on teaching and learning and your classroom practice. Care will be taken to minimise disruption to the school day and no expenses will be incurred by you or your school. While your lesson will be observed, this is not an assessment of your teaching. The observation will be explained to you before the lesson and you will have the opportunity to ask questions. No information on what is observed will be shared with anyone in the school or associated with the school; it is purely for research purposes.
It is important to note that participation in this research is voluntary. You have the right to not participate and no penalty will be incurred. You can also withdraw from the study at any point in the data collection by telling one of the researchers or by contacting the person listed at the bottom of this sheet. There will be no penalty for any teacher or student who decides not to participate, or decides to withdraw from the study after giving their initial consent. All data will be anonymised (names removed) directly after it is collected and there will be no way of identifying you, your students or your school in the final published report.
The research team
Professor Mohammad Junaid is a Professor of Education at Usmanu Danfodiyo University, Sokoto, Nigeria and currently a consultant for COL's Teacher Futures Project in Sierra Leone. Prof. Junaid’s interest is teacher education. The data collection teams visiting schools are teacher education specialists from Freetown Teachers’ College. These teams are supervised by Prince Brainard, who works at Freetown Teachers College, as the Planning Officer and Focal Person for Performance Management Contracts. He is the project contact person for Freetown Teachers College–COL projects.
More information
For more information, please contact Prince Brainard: call [number] or e-mail brainardprince@yahoo.com.
image1.png
COMMONWEALTH Of LEARNING
®

Learning for Development




