Teacher Futures Programme

Classroom Practice Observation schedule
This schedule has four parts: 
1. Basic school and teacher data
2. Observed teacher questionnaire
3. Timed classroom observation sheet
4. Summary of observed behaviours
1. School and teacher data
In this section write the details of the school and teacher whose lesson is being observed. Complete this section before you go to the classroom.
Observer name:
Date of observation:
School name:
Teacher name:
Grade of learners being taught: JSS ___ or SSS ___
Subject being taught: 


2. Observed teacher questionnaire
At a convenient time interview the teacher that is (to be) observed, asking the following questions and recording the response using the code provided. The third part of each question required you to judge the response in terms whether or not an example is given and where one is given, to code how specific it is.
1. Linking new learning to previous learning.
a. Are you aware of the role of relating new learning to previous learning? 
(Scored as: 2 Very aware; 1 Somewhat aware; 0 Not aware)
b. Do you feel able to plan for learning activities that link new learning to previous learning?
(Scored as: 2 Very able; 1 Somewhat able; 0 Not able)
c. Can you give an example of relating new learning to previous learning?
(Scored as: 2 Yes practical account; 1 Somewhat - a vague account; 0 No)
2. The use of teachers questions
a. Are you aware of questioning a learner to reveal their existing understanding of a topic or concept? 
(Scored as: 2 Very aware; 1 Somewhat aware; 0 Not aware)
b. Do you feel able to question a learner to reveal their existing understanding of a topic or concept? 
(Scored as: 2 Very able; 1 Somewhat able; 0 Not able)
c. Can you give an example of questioning a learner to reveal their existing understanding of a topic or concept? 
(Scored as: 2 Yes practical account; 1 Somewhat - a vague account; 0 No)
3. Giving feedback to learners
a. Are you aware of the role of feedback in helping student learning? 
(Scored as: 2 Very aware; 1 Somewhat aware; 0 Not aware)
b. Do you feel able to provide feedback to help student learning
(Scored as: 2 Very able; 1 Somewhat able; 0 Not able)
c. Can you give examples of feedback to help student learning? 
(Scored as: 2 Yes practical accounts; 1 Somewhat - vague accounts; 0 No)
4. Project work to promote student-centred learning
a. Are you aware of the role of project work in promoting learner-centred learning?
(Scored as: 2 Very aware; 1 Somewhat aware; 0 Not aware)
b. Do you feel able to use project work in promoting learner-centred learning?
(Scored as: 2 Very able; 1 Somewhat able; 0 Not able)
c. Can you give examples of project work to promote learner-centred learning?
(Scored as: 2 Yes practical account; 1 Somewhat - vague account; 0 No)
5. Linking problem solving to real life to help learning
a. Are you aware of the role of solving real-life problems in helping students learn?
(Scored as: 2 Very aware; 1 Somewhat aware; 0 Not aware)
b. Do you feel able to transform some of your lesson materials into real-life problems?
(Scored as: 2 Very able; 1 Somewhat able; 0 Not able)
c. Can you give examples of learning activities which you turned into real-life problems for your students to solve?
(Scored as: 2 Yes practical account; 1 Somewhat - vague account; 0 No)
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Timed classroom observation sheet
Time lesson starts:
Time lesson ends:
For the duration of the lesson, starting at the 4th minute of the lesson record the teacher behaviours at that instant (and subsequently every 4 minutes). You must mark one X in one box in each of the three sections of the sheet below.
You will therefore make 3 X’s in column, every 4 minutes. By the end of 40 minutes you will have made 30 X’s. 
If the lesson is less than 40 minutes, finish at the last time interval and record the time the lesson ends.
Section A: class organisation
Teacher organises learners as a whole class
Teacher organises learners for individual work
Teacher organises learners in a group or pair
Section B: Teacher talk
Teacher silent
Teacher telling, explaining, lecturing or talking to the whole class
Teacher talking to individual, group or pair
Teacher leading chanting or getting children to repeat what he or she has said
Teacher reading from a text book
Teacher asking a closed question
Teacher asking an open question
Teacher gives a closed response to learner
Teacher gives an open response to learner
Teacher praising learner
Teacher reprimanding learner
Section C: Teacher activities
No pedagogic activity
Teacher observing class or learner working at blackboard
Teacher writing on or reading from blackboard
Teacher demonstrating or illustrating
Teacher moving around among learners
Teacher participating in a group discussion
Teacher marking books


4. Summary of observed behaviours
At the end of the lesson, put an X against each of the following boxes, if the teacher was observed enacting that behaviour.

1. The lesson was based around solving a problem				[  ]
2. The teacher presented a problem at the start of the lesson		[  ]
3. The problem story included real-sounding characters			[  ]
4. During the lesson the learners were required to step into 
the shoes of one of the characters and make decision			[  ]
5. The teacher played an active role as a ‘guide on the side’		[  ]
6. The teacher used a range of resources other than the textbook		[  ]
7. The teacher used improvised materials					[  ]
8. The teacher used diagrams, maps and/or other visual illustrations 
during explanations							[  ]
9. The teacher demonstrated an idea, process, product or activity using 
visual or physical means							[  ]
10. The teacher allowed learners to search on the internet for 
information and material						[  ]
11. The teacher asked a range of learners to respond when asking questions 
or giving an activity to learners
a. roughly equal numbers of boys or girls				[  ]
b. learners of different levels of achievement 
(e.g. able to respond to questions)				[  ]
c. included those learners with disabilities				[  ]



Teacher behaviours: definitions
A. Classroom organisation
A1. Whole class All children working on same task. Usually it will be the teacher who is talking. Sometimes it will be a learner talking to the class. Working as a class, all doing the same task, refers to times when the teacher is talking to the whole class ie the teacher expects the whole class to be listening or looking. This can sometimes be confusing because the teacher might be talking to an individual or group but doing it in a way that is intended to attract the attention of all the pupils in the class. This is the traditional classroom style, which me might see reduced in frequency (but never eliminated) as teachers adopt more learner centred approaches to teaching and learning. We must not forget that some teachers can use whole class teaching to enable children to learn well.
A2. Individual Children working on their own tasks. Working as a class, but doing own work may appear to be similar to the category described above but actually is very different. All pupils will be seated at their desks (as when the teacher is talking to the whole class) but are actually doing their own work ie their task will be different to their neighbours. For example all children might be writing a story, but if it is their own story in their own words, they will be doing their own work. By contrast if the children are copying words or sums from the blackboard, they will be working as a class on the same task. The difference between the two categories is that in the second, the teacher is getting the children to think for themselves and create their own work as individuals. Imagine that you look at the exercise books of the children. If you think that what they are writing in their books (either words or sums) will be the same as their neighbour they will be working as a whole class; if different they will be working as individuals.
A3. Group or pair If pupils are genuinely organised in groups (or pairs) it will involve some co‐operation and communication between group members. The pupils will talk to each other or study material together. They will be talking about a task set them by the teacher. Also included here is when a learner is reporting back the results of group discussion. The rest of the class will be listening, but the presentation is a part of group work. The learner will be talking about the experience of the learners in their own words.
B. How teachers talk
B0. Teacher silent The teacher may be at the front of the class observing pupils working. He or she may be listening to a learner making a presentation on the blackboard or reporting the results of group discussion. The teacher may be amongst the learners listening to a group discussion or listening to a learner explaining something. The teacher may be marking books. These are all very positive things. The teacher might also be out of the room, reading a newspaper or staring out of the window. If this is the case, you will record B1 and then C1 for activity. In all cases the teacher will not be saying anything.
B1. Telling, instructing, explaining
Teacher talking at the whole class; not questioning or giving feedback. The teacher may be instructing, explaining, describing something, or saying what the students have to do next.
B2. Teacher talking to individual, group or pair
The teacher will have moved away from the front of the class and be in the middle of the learners. She or he will be joining in group discussion, and talking, or helping individual students or pairs of students. She or he could be discussing work that the learner is doing in their exercise books. Note if the teacher is merely observing a discussion without speaking, or looking over the shoulders of learners without saying anything, B1 should be used
B3. Leading chanting or repetition
Teacher asks learners to repeat what he or she has said. Learners will be engaged in rote learning. Very often the learners will be chanting. At other times they will be merely repeating what the teacher has said.
B4. Questioning; encouraging individual response; closed question
A closed question is one for which there is only one right answer. Usually the teacher is asking children to remember facts. For example, ‘What is the capital of Nigeria?’ or ‘what is the area of this rectangle?’ are closed questions. The question can be directed to the whole class or to an individual student.
B5. Questioning; encouraging individual response; open question
An open question is one for which there are many possible right answers. Often the teacher is asking the learners to use their imagination or to analyse. For example, ‘Why is Abuja the capital of Nigeria?’ or ‘How did you calculate the area of that rectangle?’ are both open questions. The learner has to choose what to say. There will be several different ways of responding. The question can be directed at the whole class or to individual learners.
B6. Closed feedback Teacher answering learners in a closed way; closing conversation. For example, a learner may ask ‘Why is Abuja the capital of Nigeria? The teacher may not reply; may say talk to me later; or may say ‘because it is in the middle of the country.’ In each case the dialogue between teachers and learners is closed.
B7. Open feedback Teacher answering learners in an open manner; inviting further discussion or thought by the individual learner or the class. For example, in answer to the question why Abuja is the capital of Nigeria, the teacher may say ‘ Some people say that it is because it is in the middle of the country, but what do you think?. There are other reasons as well. Remember what we did in social studies last week…’ The teacher is using the students question to explore the issue further.
B8. Praising Could be individual student, group or class. Could invite class to clap. Could be words of encouragement to the class or an individual
B9. Reprimanding Maintaining discipline or telling pupils to follow rules. Usually negative (‘Don’t do that’ or ‘be quiet’).
C. What teachers do
C0. No pedagogic activity
Teacher observing class from front, but not talking; doing nothing; out of room; reading a newspaper or book. At the beginning of a lesson, the teacher may not be organised and may not have given any instructions to the students who will be waiting for the lesson to start. During the lesson, the teacher may be observing the class from the front, but not saying or doing anything. He might be reading a newspaper or be out of the room. He might be talking to a visitor (e.g. the head teacher). At the end of the lesson, the students may have finished their work early and everybody is waiting for the time they can leave the classroom
C1. Teacher observing class or observing learner working on blackboard
The teacher will usually be at the front of the class, and will often be talking. She or he could be explaining, instructing, telling or describing something. She or he will be observing students. Her eyes might be roving round the classroom making sure that all learners are paying attention. The teacher could also be observing what a learner is doing on the blackboard. The teacher could be at the front of the class, not saying anything, observing learners working on an exercise, in group work, doing activities. The teacher could be listening to a learner reading from a textbook, reading a story from their exercise book. This is not to be confused with C0 when the teacher may be at the front of the class but not talking or doing anything related to the lesson. She or he will not be observing what the learners are doing.
C2. Writing on or reading something from the blackboard
This could involve copying writing or mathematical exercises from the textbook, writing the teachers own words or maths for the learners to copy; writing homework assignments etc. It could involve watching a learner work on the blackboard to the teacher’s instructions. It could involve the teacher reading what has been written n the blackboard.
C3. Demonstrating or displaying work
Sometimes this will involve the teacher writing on the blackboard and might therefore be confused with C1. However this time the teacher is using the blackboard to explain a concept or problem and therefore increase learner understanding. The teacher could be showing how to solve a mathematics problem (instead of just copying the problem onto the blackboard). The teacher might be discussing a piece of written work on the blackboard (to illustrate a grammar or spelling point or even to discuss the way in which the piece is written). The teacher might also be showing the class a page from the textbook and explaining what they have to do next. The teacher might be explaining something from a learner’s exercise book and explaining a point.
C4. Moving around amongst students
The teacher has moved away from the front and is moving amongst the students, probably looking at the work of individual students, groups or pairs. He or she will be available for questions. The teacher will be silent, letting the students work uninterrupted. She will be observing students working.
C5. Participating in group discussion; assisting individuals or pairs
The teacher will not be at the front of the class, but amongst the students. The teacher will be listening to students or joining in group discussion. The teacher might be working with individual students, possibly discussing the work that they are doing in their exercise books, or listening to any problems that they might have.
C6. Teacher using textbook
The teacher will be explaining something from the textbook; explaining a task in the textbook; reading from textbook.
C7. Teacher using improvised materials
Teacher using something that he or she has made. This also includes times when students are using improvised materials under guidance from the teacher. When this is happening the teacher may simply be observing the learners working.
C8. Teacher using charts, supplementary readers
Usually printed; commercially made, not made by the teacher. Again the teacher might be using the materials herself or might be observing the students use them from the front of the class
C9. Teacher marking books
Marking books with student, often asked pupil to come to front. Talks to pupil about work.
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